
Prime & Composite Numbers: Sieve of Eratosthenes

A prime number has only two factors: itself and 1. You can find prime numbers by using the Sieve of 
Eratosthenes. The first number with only 2 factors is 2. Circle it. Now count by 2, crossing off every number 
you see. (These numbers, in addition to themselves and 1, also have 2 as a factor. These are called composite
numbers because they have more than 2 factors). When you have put all these numbers “through the sieve,” 
begin at the top and circle the next unmarked number. This will be a prime number. Now, counting by this 
number, cross off every number you see. Repeat this process until all 100 numbers are either circled or crossed 
off. You should find 25 primes.
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Organize the numbers from the Sieve of Eratosthenes in the correct columns
1 Factor 2 Factors (Prime) 2+ Factors (Composite)

On the reverse side of this paper, create a “sieve” that is only six columns (see below). Proceed as above, finding 
all the prime and composite numbers. Are they the same? In which columns can you find prime numbers? Why?
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