
COUNTDOWN Challenge
The King’s Chessboard

In this story, the wise man agrees to take as his reward one grain of rice on the first square of 

the checkboard. He asks that it be doubled on each succeeding square. Use the checkerboard 

below to plan the king’s daily payment. Then, use the table to calculate the total.
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Look for the pattern in this table. It

will show you how to quickly find

the sum of grains of any number of 

days.
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